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The Great Year

The Great Year is both an astronomical fact and a cultural myth. Astronomically, it refers to the
~25,772-year precessional cycle of Earth’s axis. Culturally, civilizations across the world—from Greece
to India to Mesoamerica—imagined vast cycles of time, projecting human destiny into cosmic rhythms.

1. Astronomical Foundation

Earth’s axis wobbles like a spinning top, completing one circle about every 25,772 years. This motion
(axial precession) causes the position of the spring equinox to drift backward through the zodiac
constellations. Each constellation takes ~2,150 years to pass, known as an Astrological Age. Twelve
Ages complete one Great Year.

2. Zodiac Ages (Last ~10,000 years)

Age Dates (approx.) Cultural Themes

Leo 10,700–8,600 BCE Solar/kingship cults; lion imagery

Cancer 8,600–6,400 BCE Great Mother, fertility, agriculture

Gemini 6,400–4,300 BCE Duality, communication, proto-writing

Taurus 4,300–2,150 BCE Bull cults (Apis, Minoan), agriculture

Aries 2,150 BCE–1 CE Rams, conquest, Jewish shofar, Greek myth

Pisces 1 CE–2100 CE Christianity’s fish, faith/devotion

Aquarius 2100–4300 CE Humanitarianism, technology, collective progress

3. Cultural Parallels

- Greeks (Plato, Stoics): Great Year as cosmic recurrence.
- Hinduism: Yugas, 4.32 million years per cycle.
- Maya: 5,125-year Long Count cycles.
- Zoroastrians: 12,000-year world drama.
- Egyptians: 1,460-year Sothic cycle.
- Chinese: Dynastic and sexagenary (60-year) cycles.

4. Historian’s Perspective

The Great Year is real as astronomy, but symbolic as history. Astrological Ages help cultures map
cosmic rhythms onto human destiny, though the links are retrospective and symbolic rather than literal.
Still, the enduring appeal lies in connecting cosmic time with cultural meaning.

5. Visual Timeline of the Great Year



The chart shows all 12 Astrological Ages across the ~25,800-year Great Year cycle, with approximate
dates and their symbolic associations.


